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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SUBSECTIONS
21.40.080D, 21.40.100D, 21.40.110D, AND SECTION AMC 21.45.110, AND ADDING
SECTION 21.50.320 TO ALLOW FENCES OVER SIX (6) FEET IN HEIGHT IN THE R-6,
R-8 AND R-9 ZONING DISTRICTS BY CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND TO PROVIDE
CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS FOR FENCES OVER SIX (6) FEET IN HEIGHT.

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1. Anchorage Municipal Code subsection 21.40.0800. is hereby amended to
read as follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out.)

21.40.080D R-6 suburban residential district (large lot).

D. Conditional uses. Subject to the requirements of the conditional use
standards and procedures of this title, the following uses may be permitted:

~ Fences over six (6) but no more than eiaht (8) feet in height in the
front yard and/or secondarv front ~ard setbacks.

(GAAB 21.05.050.G; AO No. 77-355; AO No. 80-27; AO No. 81-67(8); AO No. 82-
54; AO No. 85-18; AO No. 85-21; AO No. 85-23; AO No. 85-28; AO No. 85-78; AO
No. 85-91,10-1-85; AO No. 86-90; AO No. 88-171(8-1),12-31-88; AO No. 88-
147(8-2); AO No. 92-114; AO No. 99-27, § 1,2-23-99; AO No. 99-62, § 10, 5-11-
99)

Section 2. Anchorage Municipal Code subsection 21.40.1 ODD is hereby amended to
read as follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out.)

21.40.100.D R-8 rural residential district (Iarae lotl- Conditional uses.

D. Conditional uses. Subject to the requirements of the conditional use
standards and procedures of this title, the following uses may be permitted:

*** ***
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~ Fences over six (6) but no more than eiaht (8) feet in heiaht in the
front vard and/or secondary front vard setbacks.

*** ***

(GAAB 21.05.0SO.U; AO No. 77-355; AO No. 80-27; AO No. 81-67(5); AO No. 82-
54; AO No. 85-21; AO No. 85-23; AO No. 85-28; AO No. 85-78; AO No. 86-90; AO
No. 88-171(5-1),12-31-88; AO No. 88-147(5-2); AO No. 98-53(5), § 4,6-9-98; AO
No. 99-62, § 12, 5-11-99)

Section 3. Anchorage Municipal Code subsection 21.40.110.0 is hereby amended to
read as follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out.)

21.40.110D R-9 rural residential district.

D. Conditional uses. Subject to the requirements of the conditional use
standards and procedures of this title. the following uses may be permitted:

Fences over six (6) but no more than eiaht (8) feet in heiaht in the
front ~ard and/or secondary front yard setbacks.

~

(GAAB 21.05.0SO.V; AD No. 77-355; AD No. 80-27; AD No. 81-67(8); AD No. 82-
54; AD No. 85-21; AD No. 85-23; AD No. 85-28; AD No. 85-78; AD No. 86-90; AD
No. 88-171(8-1),12-31-88; AD No. 88-147(8-2); AD No. 98-53(8), § 5, 6-9-98; AD
No. 99-62, § 13, 5-11-99)

Anchorage Municipal Code section 21.45.110 is hereby amended to read asSection 4.
follows.

21.45.110 Fences.

A fence may be constructed at the lot line, provided, however, that front yard
and secondarv front yard fences in residential zoning districts shall not
exceed four feet in height, except in zoning districts R-6, R-8 and R-9 where
front yard fences shall not exceed six feet in height, unless permitted by
conditional use. A fence over 6 feet in heiaht in the front yard and §econdarv
front yard in the R-6. R-8 and R-9 zonina districts mav be allowed. subject
to the reauirements of 21.50.320 and Drocedures of this title.

A.

In the case of a through lot, as defined in Section 21.35.020.8, whichB
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abuts a street of collector 1, 1 A or greater classification as designated on
the official streets and highways plan, a fence higher than four feet, or six
feet in zoning districts R-6, R-8 and R-9, shall not be constructed if access
to the street is required due to a plat note, by a conditional use permit or
under other provisions of law.

(GAAB 21.05.060.J; AO No. 78-15; AO No. 85-161)

Section 5. Anchorage Municipal Code chapter 21.50 is hereby amended by adding a
new section 21.50.320 to read as follows:

21.50.320 Conditional use standards - Fences over six (6) feet in heiaht.

& Intent. It is the intent of this section to crovide standards for accroval of
fence heicht conditional uses to ensure that imcacts ucon traffic safetv.
visual imcacts. and safetv and continuitv of wildlife movement will be
mitiaated for fences over six (6) feet in heicht. Fences serve manv functions.
includina aesthetic curnoses. Fences crovide visual secarations and
occasional Iv sound or noise barriers between adjacent land uses. The~ can
also be chvsical barriers to keec ceocle from trescassinc. or from having
access to danaerous eauicment or site conditions. Thev can be used to
keec livestock and cets in. to crovide for the safety of children in residential
yards or clavcrounds. at schools. or to screen ocen outdoor recreation
areas. ocen outdoor storace areas. trash dumcsters. loadinc or services
areas. etc. Fences also crimarilv crovide crivacv and security to a site.

The intent of vard setbacks are to allow for liaht and air circulation in
subdivisions. to Drovide for Dublic safetv bv seDarating structural
develoDments and to create an aestheticallv Dleasina Dattern of
develoDment. In addition. front and secondarv vard setbacks are also
intended to acceDt and serve as auxiliarv road snow storaae. Fences over
four (4) feet in heiaht within these Darticular setbacks are considered a traffic
safetv hazard. create neaative visual imDacts and liaht and inhibit air
circulation for the surroundina area. However. manv of the residentiallv
zoned lots in the suburban and rural areas of the MuniciDalitv have been
neaativelv imDacted bv recreational vehicles travellina across Drivate lots.
and bv Dotentiallv danaerous encounters between DeoDle and wildlife.

Fences over six (6) feet in heiaht are intended to Drovide for additional
security and Drotection of Dersons and Dersonal DrODertv in areas more
heavily imDacted bv wildlife movements and rural recreational activities such
as snow machinina and use of all-terrain vehicles.

~ In addition to the aeneral standards of aooroval in 21.50.020 and the soecific
standards in this section. fences may on Iv be aranted a conditional use
permit if the Commission finds one of the followina exists:
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Demonstrated site-soecific imoacts from off-road vehicle use: or-!..:.

~ Site topoaraphv or other conditions prevent the provision of the fence
space at the side or back vard as allowed bv this title: or

~ ~he vgrd is used for commercial horticultural uses or uniQue
horticultural trials or demonstration DurDoses.

~ Standards. The followina standards shall aoolv to fences over six (6) feet but
no more than eiaht (8) feet in heiaht in the front yard and/or secondary front
yard setbacks. in heiaht. when such fences are oermitted bv conditional use:

1:. Traffic Hazard Mitiaation.

~ ~ The intent of the traffic hazard mitiaation standards is
to provide for mitiaation of traffic safetY and effective
pedestrian and traffic flow imoacts.

~ Materials. All fences over six (6) feet in heiaht shall be non-
siQht obscurina. and a minimum of 60% transDarent.
ExamDles of such fences are chain-link. wrouaht iron or sglit-
rail fencina. Solid fences. such as board fencina and solid
shrubberv or stone. shall be Drohibited.

~ Hazards. The heiaht. desian and location of the fence as
proposed shall not result in or create a traffic hazard.

~ Landscaoina and desiGn.

~ Intent. The intent of the landscaoina and desian standards is
to ensure that the visual imoact of the fence uoon the
surroundina neiahborhood aooearance and function is
minimized wherever oossible.

~ Fences over six (6) feet in heiaht shall not be Dlaced within six
(6) feet of the front or secondary front lot lines.

LandscaDinQ meetinQ the reQuirements of AMC 21.45.125C.4
shall be installed between the fence and the front lot line for
fences over six (6) feet in heiQht located in the front vard and
secondarv front vard setbacks.

~

Retention of natural veaetation within the landscaDing

bed shall be Dreferred. Natural veaetation that is

sufficient to meet the intent of the standards set out in
--~~~~ this subsection may be retained in Dlace of all or Dart of
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any reQuired landscaoina.

& If landscacina is to be installed. the installation of
vegetation that is creferred foraae material bv moose
shall be avoided. Examcles of such trees and shrubs
are red elderberrY. moose wood. hiah bush cranber!y.
alder. birch. willow. cottonwood. ascen. Labrador-tea.
and redosierdoawood. Tvces ofveaetation that is less
creferred bv moose shall be installed where DOssible in
the easements where natural veaetation has been
removed. Such veaetation includes Canada red and
May Dav trees.

~ The owner or his/her desianee shall install said landscaoing
within 6 months of aooroval of a conditional use for a fence
over six (6) feet in heiaht. This landscaoina shall be
maintained bv the owner or his/her desianee for the life of the
~

~ The conditional use oermit shall not be effective until a
landscapina plan is approved bv the Commission or. bv
deleaation from the Commission. plannina staff.

The Commission mav adiust the timeframe for landscacina
installation. and mav add additionallandscacina reQuirements
on a case bv case basis to ensure that the visual imcact of the
fence ucon the surroundina neiahborhood accearance and
function is minimized wherever cossible.

1.:.

~ Wildlife corridors and movement areas.

~ Intent. The intent of wildlife corridor and movement area
standards is to ensure the desian and location of the fence will
minimize impact on wildlife corridors and movement. will
prevent trappina wildlife in vards or enclosed open areas. and
prevent herdina the animals onto the streets. awa~ from the
natural veaetated areas.

~ The location and desian of the fence shall be evaluated to
incorporate reduction of wildlife conflicts in areas of known
wildlife corridors and movement areas to encourage
minimization of restriction of movement for wildlife.

~ Property owners are expected to avoid attractina wildlife to
their propertv. While retention of existing vegetation is
preferred in landscaDe areas in the front and secondarv front
vard setback for the Durnose of erosion control in steeD sloDes.
if landscaDina is to be installed. it shall avoid Dreferred moose
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browse. and install browse which is less likely to attract moose.
Types of such brows are stated in subsection B. 2. of this
ordinance.

~ In areas of known wildlife movement which are not within Darks
or Drotected oDen sDace areas. or where adeQuate trails
throuah the area do not exist. consideration bv the aDDlicant
and the Commission should be taken to ensure that all fences
over four (4) feet in heiQht are set back from lot lines to ensure
adeQuate room for DaSSaQe of wildlife throuQh the subdivision.

Section 6. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and
approval by the Assembly.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day of
,2001.

Chair of the Assembly

ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk
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